
Home Safety POD Notes

Regardless of how fast they can cover a hundred meters, no one in the history of the world has ever been able to outrun the fireball that blossoms when they throw a match into a pile of brush they've just doused with gasoline. – From the archives of the Summary of Mishaps
If you’re using a fireplace this winter to help with heating bills, use a screen to keep sparks from popping out of the fire. 

Every year lightning strikes kill more people than floods and hurricanes combined. When the thunderbolts start flying, inside is the best place to be. While you're inside, stay away from metal objects, telephones, fireplaces, kitchen sinks, open doors and awnings.

Most people think they know how to jump-start a car's battery, but you'd be amazed how many people do it the wrong way. Follow the instructions and check your owner's manual. Make sure you attach the jumper cables correctly.

Avoid heating fires: Allow fireplace ashes to cool before you dispose of them. 

Frying a turkey at Thanksgiving or Christmas? Keep your fryer outdoors, and a safe distance from buildings and other materials that can burn. Never use turkeys fryers on wooden decks or in garages, and don't use them under eaves or overhangs. Don't leave them unattended. And remember, the fryer must be large enough to hold the oil and the turkey with plenty of extra room at the top. Follow these tips, and you won't fry the side of your house.

Do-It-Yourself Projects

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Have a plan—don’t wing it. Before you start a project in which you have little experience, talk with someone before you get started. Someone who has done a project (such as laying hardwood or tile floors, or doing a brake jobs) can lend valuable know-how.

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Pace yourself. Even though the project can be done in a day or weekend, don't press it.

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Don't work on the project when you're tired, and stop when you get tired.

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Don't  exceed your skill level unless you have lots of time and money to do it all over.

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Get the right tools for the job—rent them if you have to (if you need jack stands, don’t settle for concrete blocks or logs)

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Don’t cut corners to save time.

Tackling a do-it-yourself project? Measure twice, cut once. 

Power tools

Using power tools at home? Read the owner’s manual—it will save you time, pain, and wasted material.

Using power tools at home? Respect blades—if they are sharp and spinning, don’t get sloppy.

Using power tools at home? Get rid of distractions before you start.

Ladders

Using a ladder at home? Get the right one for the job, and don’t improvise.

Using a step ladder? Don’t climb on the “Not-a-Step” part of step ladders.

Using an extension ladder? Extension ladders have specific guidance for use—read the label.

Lawnmowers

Mowing your lawn? Don’t tape or clamp the handle so that you can run with mower without holding it.

Mowing your lawn? Wear strong shoes or boots, not flip-flops or sneakers.

Mowing your lawn? Pick up rocks, sticks, pinecones, and toys before mowing, even if you are using a mower that collects the clippings.

Mowing your lawn? Don't mow when other people are nearby. 

Mowing your lawn? Turn off the mower and wait for the blade to stop spinning before you empty the grass catcher or unclog the blade.
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