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PARA SENSE AREA HALOCARBON REFRIGERANT MONITORS COMMON DISCREPANCIES THAT ARE OFTEN FOUND ON SAFETY SURVEYS. 

By MMC (SW/AW) Esters Wright

To eliminate death and injuries from exposure to halocarbons in auxiliary machinery rooms, shaft alley reefer decks take heed to below items.
Common Discrepancies:
1. no power 
2. AUDIBLE alarm  switch is in the off position      
3. system operating under faulty condition
what to look for when standing watch

1. A  STEADY GREEN LIGHT ON FRONT OF THE PANEL INDICATE SYSTEM IS HEALHTY AND OPERATING CORRRECTLY.
2. WHEN A FAULT IS DETECTED, GREEN LIGHT WILL FLASH AND INDICATE ON MAIN SCREEN STATUS SYSTEM FAULTY.
3. After 18 months of operation the monitor will report one of the following messages:  “calibration check required”, “recalibration” or “service required”. These fault messages can only be cleared by replacing STYX module.
4. Other messages that can be observed on the monitors display screen include a flashing green, flashing amber or flashing red lights, each of which indicate either a system fault or refrigerate leak.  If any flashing light is observed notify appropriate personnel and exercise protective measures.
      PMS: MIP 4361/028
TECHNICAL MANUAL: NAVSEA TM S9514-FL-MMA-010 Para sense Leak Monitoring System

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil

SHORE POWER ALERT!

By EMCM (SW) Kerridge

The documentation that is called for by the EOSS procedure SPRU and PMS is not being accomplished as written.  There is a saying that procedures are written in blood and I take that to mean that someone has been hurt or killed in the past doing something that is against the standard or written procedure.  
The following note and step are from the DDGII SPRU procedure:

NOTE: A warm ambient temperature is defined as a climate or condition in which the entire cable is in a heated space and not in contact with the ship’s hull. A cold ambient temperature is defined as a cold climate or a condition in which most of the cable is in an unheated space or in contact with the ship’s hull. Insulation resistance should not be less than 920 mpf in warm ambient temperature or 5500 mpf in cold ambient temperature.

STEP 23. Record measured insulation resistance readings. Multiply the resistance readings by the cable (length of pigtail + length of pier shore power cable) length in feet, this figure is the resistance in mpf. Compare mpf readings and ensure resistance is within the ambient temperature requirement.

All platforms should have something similar.  Reading the first sentence in step 23 it states that you have to record the resistance readings.  I can safely say that it is not happening on all platforms.  This procedure is in place to track historical data and trends so if something should happen there is data to pull from. 

The majority of issues that we see while conducting surveys are listed below:

1. The bend radius on the cable – The warning in the SPRU procedure says that sharp bends should be avoided.  Taking the time to lay out the cable should take care of this issue.
2. Elevating the connections – Good habits are to raise the connections off the deck by placing them on pallets.  Be mindful to not place the rubber matting on top of the pallets because there is the potential of pooling if it rains. Again, take the time to tape all connections to prevent water intrusion.
3. Pilot lights not working – The indicator lights are there for a reason; if you are not aggressively pursuing the repairs to extinguished lights then you are behind the power curve. I cannot stress enough the importance of water tight fittings. Gaskets and silicone are worth their weight in gold. Whenever you open one of the pilot light covers you have to have the means available to make the cover watertight when you replace it.
4. Corrosion at the station – Weather and salt are our nemesis when it comes to shore power.  Keep the station and all the receptacles free of corrosion because it will not take much time to deteriorate the metal and cause water intrusion.

Things that should be looked at every time you hook up shore power include but are not limited to:

1. Visual inspection of the cables to include the cables that are on the pier. Take it all the way back to the pier connection. Over taping, puddles, excessive bends are a few of the things that are common issues.
2. When making the Viking plug connection at the receptacle be mindful of the outer edge of the plug and ensure that it does not roll over the frame of the receptacle and seats inside and on the gasket. That will result in water intrusion if not properly inserted.

When you unrig and store the pigtails take the time to store them properly. It does not hurt to bag the ends or store them in a locker. Again, saltwater is the nemesis to shore power and will reduce the lifespan and we all know that these cables are not cheap. The last time I checked, your OPTAR would get hit for about $4,000 to $6,000 each pig tail. Set the standard and maintain them. One thing I say is to follow the procedure and it will become methodical and it will also teach the junior Sailor’s how to hold the standard. Cutting corners to save time results in injuries or equipment damage that should have been avoided.

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil

Does your GFE program pass the sniff test?

By LT Kevin Ginter

Recent surveys have shown that not all ships are complying with NSTM 074 Vol. 3, with regards to the Gas Free program requirements.  Some of the recurring issues that we are finding are listed below.

Gas Free Engineer designated in writing.  Sounds simplistic enough, but with turnovers happening every day, it is your responsibility to ensure that your program is up to date and that includes letters of designation.  Ensure that you have continuity in your program.

Expired Draeger Tubes or missing stickers on tubes.  Draeger tubes must have the expiration sticker clearly visible on the cases, or the case must be stamped from the manufacturer with expiration date.  If the expiration date is missing, then the tubes are considered expired and unsafe for use.  Ensure that your GFE personnel are taking care to protect the tube cases and expiration date stickers.  Order replacement tubes early to ensure no gaps in coverage due to expired tubes.   

Calibration gasses.  Again, there has been an upward trend in expired calibration gas cylinders.  If your calibration gasses are expired, then your entire program comes into question about how and what you are using to calibrate your analyzers.  

Safety Officer Evaluation.  There is an annual requirement for the Safety Officer to evaluate the GFE program.  What we are finding is that the evaluations are being conducted, but that they are not being documented correctly.  Something as simple as a date missing from an evaluation can keep you from having the annual requirement met.

Training and proficiency.  Required all hands training at indoctrination, again annually and prior to entering shipyard training.  Specific training is required for all hands prior to entering a shipyard environment.  There are many differences between civilian marine chemist programs and ship’s force programs.  All hands must be familiar with the differences and ensure that they know what to look out for in regards to open tanks and voids, and what certificates they can enter a space under.

CPR Training and Certification.  GFE personnel are required to be CPR qualified.  Training is not a qualification.  Do not place a muster sheet in your GFE binder for CPR training and use this as your proof of qualification.  GFE personnel must be qualified in CPR and have copies of certificate on file.

Remember, training documented (in RADM) is training conducted.  

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil

AFLOAT SAFETY ADVISORY 10-11, GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF LIFE PRESERVERS DURING SMALL BOAT HOISTING AND LOWERING

By LT Edward Alexander

During a shipboard man overboard mishap, a SAR swimmer very nearly became a class “A” fatality because he did not don a kapok life preserver during the recovery of the RHIB in which he was embarked.  The following guidance is reiterated concerning the wearing of inherently buoyancy life preservers during boat launch and recovery.  As stated in ref a, para 630.1d(3) (page 6-98), "all persons in boats being hoisted in or out by the davits shall wear kapok life preservers and safety helmets." this directive applies to all boat crew members and passengers, including embarked SAR swimmers, under all weather conditions.
According to maintenance requirement card 5832, all inherently buoyancy life preservers will include reflective tape, whistle, distress marker light or personnel marker light, sea dye marker, and MOBI transmitter.  They will be maintained IAW applicable PMS procedures.

To comply with the requirements of para 630.1c(8)(3) of ref a, life preservers shall be readily accessible for all crew members and passengers.  The number of personnel allowed in a boat shall never exceed the number of life jackets available.

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil

Negligent Discharge “Have you had yours yet?”

By GMC (SW) Ramiro Salas

The statistics for 2011 are in and they show the Navy has had a reduction in the number of negligent discharges. It is unclear to me how this could be possible for I typically find clearing barrel procedures discrepancies in four of five ships I survey.
	Some examples of discrepancies are; wrong or no clearing barrel procedures, conducting procedures from memory, unqualified clearing barrel supervisors and unqualified duty armorers. At times the lack of duty armorer knowledge is also alarming.
	The NTRP 3-07.2.2 contains the only approved clearing barrel procedures for Navy personnel to utilize. These procedures need to be posted any where a clearing barrel will be employed and the clearing barrel supervisor must read the procedures verbatim IAW section 1.4 (GENERAL CLEARING BARREL PROCEDURES) of the above mentioned instructions.
	Section 1.5 (PROCEDURES AND CONTROLS) goes on to discuss how to manage risk through the ORM process, however, I find very few armories take heed to this section. Most of the times things are done the way they have always been done until an incident occurs. I say why wait until then, employ ORM now, train and challenge the Sailors more effectively and avoid a negligent discharge happening on your ship.



NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil

Update to: Which Safety Lanyard is the Right One?

By ETCS (SW) Jason Mobbs
Naval Safety Center
Original issue date: Jan-Mar 2011

Due to the number of issues with fall protection equipment in the fleet noted in Safety surveys and fleet input, NAVSEA has released an all encompassing message delineating what is an is not approved fall protection equipment for forces afloat, DTG R 161233Z DEC 11 FM NAVSURFWARCENDIV PANAMA CITY FL.

Some highlights:

- Clear verbiage making plastic cover dyna brakes unauthorized.
- Specific NSN and part numbers for all equipment.
- Specific lengths and types of lanyards.
- Gives one single point of reference for all fall protection equipment.

	This message is a great example of fleet input being heard and answered. Please keep all of your comments and concerns coming. Don’t forget when in doubt email SAFE-AFLOAT@navy.mil.

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil




IS YOUR RESPIRATORY PROTECTION PROGRAM FUNCTIONING OPTIMALLY?

By HMC (SW/AW/FMF) Randahl S. Benson

As the Respiratory Protection Program manager, it is your responsibility to ensure that your shipmates receive the proper equipment necessary to protect them from inhalation hazards.  In a disturbing trend, I have discovered that over 50% of the ships surveyed since September 2011 do not have a qualified Respiratory Protection Program Manager.  If they are qualified, the program is frequently managed as a “second thought” and not IAW the instruction.  Some requirements of the program are as follows:
· RPM must complete required course within 3 months of assuming the position.
· Ensure that you have a sufficient supply of respirators, parts, and accessories.
· Maintain a current roster of personnel enrolled in the program.
· Conduct and document fit testing in IAW 5100.19E.
· PMS respirators after use.
· Conduct training on the proper maintenance of respiratory protection equipment for personnel who assist with the program.
This is not the complete list of requirements but some of the common problem areas found during our surveys.  Improperly maintained respiratory protection equipment is the same as not having any equipment at all.  Remember, your attention to detail is required to protect your shipmates from the hazards they are working with.  

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil

SHIPBOARD HEAT STRESS

By GSCS (SW) Esworth Carty

I know that your watch standers are heat stress monitor qualified, but are they familiar with the requirements of OPNAVINST 5100.19E?  Most of the newer ships now have automatic heat stress monitoring devises, but what about the hanging dry bulb thermometers?  
- Are heat stress thermometers hung with non-heat conducting material such as plastic tie-wrap or string (never hung with metal wire)? Non-heat conducting materials prevent heat transfer by conduction.
 - Are thermometers positioned to minimize the influence of any adjacent heat or cold sources?  The dry bulb thermometers should be placed in such a manner that the heat or cold from the surrounding equipments does not adversely affect the reading of the thermometer.  Also, placement of the dry bulb thermometer may be in or out of the ventilation air stream but must be hung no closer than two feet from any supply ventilation duct opening. 
 - Are thermometers validated by aligning the etch mark with the freezing point (32 degrees F)?  This is the only way to verify that the thermometer is reading the correct temperature.   Neither “CALIBRATION VOID IF SEAL IS BROKEN” nor “NCR” stickers are required.
- How does the presence of stack gas affect your stay time in the spaces during a heat stress condition?  The presence of stack gasses reduces your stay time in the space by two thirds. 
For more information regarding the heat stress program or any of its elements, refer to OPNAVINST 5100.19E B0204.

NAVSAFECEN Point of Contact:
E-mail: NRFK_Safe_Code31_UD@navy.mil
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